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' "STHAINS' IN SCVIET LEADERSHIP

I, Because US studies smallest scraps evidence
touching on stability Soviet regime, even
minor "strawe in wind' attract our atten-
tion. Receatly, such "straws~-appoaring
with dincreasing frequency--suggest all is
not sweetness and Tight in Soviet
"collective leadership."

A. DPublicity treatment Parly First Secre-
tary Khrushchev sirikingly preferential
in past mounths.

B. He, rather than Premier Malenkov, has_i
been ofticial spokesman on such hot
problems as. -

;1. Soviet agriculturail expansibn,
| program—end-manpower-atlvtated—to

2. Lagging coastructipﬁ brogram,

3. Anti-religious activitiee.
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Z. Has tesiked freely 1o diploFnts and
visitorsE, 10 evident isoractienen
.of Foreigun Minister Moliotov,

I, ©Bes been bu.lt up by sieans faxed
ristory.
1. Examp': -~ listed among Lchlu'ﬁ

”cloff;x a-sociates” during «ivid

war {(untruc;.

Set new date for anaual Lenin celebra-

‘tion (in eyes of peoply, ties him both

"to new holiday and to "revered leadér?}

Boasts of closenesq Lo &talinv—"I @xﬂ«‘

Cposed (Bachelar Tax Law) ta Comrade

ﬁat law waz drafted and con-

mieg ha¢&ﬂnOV has made no
~onouncemen: Siowre oo ng

{iaxt 5uprvﬁm"
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A. Malenkov's only solo publicity during
; - '34 (New Year answers to US news
| agency's questions) played down in
propaganda, compared to year sefore.
III._Despzie thisvcantrast, Moscow observers
unarimously agree Malenkov top dog when

leaders seen together,

. A{  Attlee delegation—-nalenkov "first

among eguals." - %

B, Asbassador Bohlen--"two moét important
men...are Malenkov and Khrushchev,\in
that order."

¥e believe that preservation “collective

iéédership” vrobably still pr;bﬁiiy inter-

g"of;tqpvleadgrg ns,mattqtﬁée

servation,

ﬂ,ifnwsbin wind" show differenée

ngyeenhpréSent.regime and Stalin;‘
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ollegizl1” regime seems
wiliing premit such maneuvering in
nopes situation will correct itself.

C. Apparently greater leeway for indi-
vidual action couyld pProve source of
stfengtg for regime due resultant
improved Soviet decisioﬁ;making.

D. In any case, dangerous for us to hope
for serious dislocations of reygime

w#2rely on basis ipndications maneuvering:

withzin leadershipl
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